
REF PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

The Mobile College Help Desk provided ongoing support at the Rochester Central Library's Teen
Center (middle) and throughout the community. The College Access team also expanded Virtual

Help Desk appointments to help students one-on-one from their homes.

College Access

Pictured left is an RCSD middle school student playing a
flute donated from REF. Pictured right: In May, we had a

virtual Arts for All Music Festival filmed at Heroes Brewing
Company where teachers in the district played their

instruments for viewers at home. The event raised funds to
send 30 students to summer music lessons at the Hochstein

School of Music. 

Music & Arts For All Literacy

 Pictured top are parents selecting
books for their children donated by

REF. Pictured bottom are students at
School 17 holding up English and
Spanish versions of the book, 'The

Dreamer'.

 

We celebrated 10 years of supporting the World of Inquiry School Griffin Garden.
We supported the building of the outdoor classroom space.
We celebrated our 2,000th book donated since the pandemic began (more than 70,000 books have been
distributed since REF began).
The College Help Desk provided ongoing support at Rochester Central Library during the summer.
We launched our partner program, the Rochester Imagination Library.
We hosted an online music festival which helped us support summer music lessons.

Dear Friends,
2021 was quite a year for all of us, as the pandemic continued to keep students, educators, and families at
home. There was a great deal of pivoting and flexibility throughout the community, including at REF. We are
proud that we were able to continue to have a positive impact during this especially challenging time. 

We are proud to be a constant for the students that we serve in a time when so much is in flux. We thank our
supporters for your loyal generosity that makes it possible for REF to continue to offer programs focused on
literacy, music, and college access.
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EXPENSES 2021

Program Expenses $350,071

Management and General $73,460

Fundraising $17,402

Total Expenses $440,933

SUPPORT & REVENUE 2021

Gifts, Grants, and Contributions $427,332

Recognition Event $72,560

In-Kind Contributions $80,684

PPP Debt Forgiveness $30,000

Net investment Returns $16,652

Investment Income $2,733

Other Income $184

Total Support & Revenue $630,145

THANKS TO OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS!PARTNER PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

REVENUE & EXPENSE ANALYSIS 2021

Net assets
increased by

$189,212
(43.9%)

compared to
2020

Patrice Arent
Patrice Mitchell
Patricia & Brian McCarthy
Patrick Malgieri
Peter DiMartino
Philip Vona
Rachel Dobbs
Renee Long
Reuben Epstein
Roberta & Larry Zalkind
Alan & Ronny Frishman
Ruth Freeman
Sarah Johnston
Scott Bartlett
Sharon Wiggins
Sherrill LaLonde
Stephen Van Arsdale
Sue Delp
Susan Witmeyer
Terry Rockell
The Hartford
Timothy LaLonde
Tom Henderson
Valerie Bogart
William Shaheen
William Waddell
 
In-Kind Donations $250+
 
FAFSA Fest
MCC Charitable Foundation
WROC-TV
Central Library of Rochester
 
Professional Services
Bottom Line Bookkeeping
Heveron & Company CPAs
Jim Kane (Web design)
 
Partner Program Donations
over $5,000
 
Wilson Outdoor Club
Margaret Burchell

Edward Wilson Memorial 
Scholarship
Mercedee Hutton

Rochester Imagination Library
Matthew Present

Northeast High School Student
Voice
Rochester Area Community
Foundation

Peg Witmer Memorial Fund for
School 4
Lawrence Witmer
 
Please accept our apologies if
we made a mistake! Let us
know & we will correct our
records.
 

 

 

 

YOUR SUPPORT HELPS
STUDENTS LEARN, GROW,

AND DREAM!

The Northeast High School
Student Voice group built their
own outdoor classroom with funds
from REF. The “classroom” included
picnic tables, a yoga and
performance platform, and raised
bed gardens.

We celebrated 10 years of
supporting the World of Inquiry
School’s Griffin Garden! Teachers
bring students here to have
classes and learn about food
gardening. Students eat food from
the garden at a yearly celebration.

In the first three months of the
Rochester Imagination Library
pilot project in the 14605 zip code,
more than 100 kids were enrolled,
approximately one in every eight
eligible children in the most
impoverished zip code in the city.

79.4%

16.6%
3.9%

Champions of Learning
$20,000+
ESL Federal Credit Union
Rochester Area Community
Foundation

Standard Bearer
$10,000 to $19,999
Daisy Marquis Jones Foundation
Giesla Mischke
Jane Braus
Women's Foundation of
Genesee Valley

Valedictorians
$5,000 to $9,999
Alberti Family Fund
David Webb Foundation
Diana Marquis
Excellus Blue Cross Blue Shield
Fred & Floy Willmott Foundation
Glover-Crask Charitable Trust
Richard T. Bell Foundation
smallMatters Institute
Susan Touhsaent
Todd Allen Family Foundation
Wegmans Food Markets

Honor Roll
$2,000 to $4,999
Advantage Federal Credit Union
Colleen Bielemeier
Daniel Lopez & Sophia Seifert
ESL Charitable Foundation
Howard Hanna
Mark & Christine Fitzstevens
Nannette Nocon & Karl
Wessendorf
Paychex Charitable Foundation,
Inc.
SUNY Brockport

Dean's List
$1,000 to $1,999
Ames Amzalak Memorial Trust
Barry Mandel
Bob Hartman
Canandaigua National Bank
Carol Doeffinger
Cecilia Prefontaine
Charlene Goldblatt
Diane Caselli
Eric Rennert
ESL Federal Credit Union
Gleason Works Foundation, Inc.
James M. Stone
Jeffrey Difulvio
Joseph Levy
Julie Cook
Katherine Dexter
Knataitis Construction
LaBella Associates, P.C.
M&T Charitable Foundation
Patricia Braus
Paul Braus
Plymouth Rock Assurance
Corporation

Top of the Class
$500 to $999
Bond, Schoeneck & King
Catherine Mazzotta & Ellen
Yacknin
Christina Schmidt
Cindy Bolt
CurATE Meals
Dorothy Stansel & Charles Hale
First Student
Frank & Susan Crego
Gary & Sue Tebor
George J. Peterson
Jay Lopez
Kaija & Peter Braus
Kelli Foster
Kevin Ryan
Liz Caldwell
Martin Jacobson
Mona Seghatoleslami
Nazareth College
NextGen Rochester
Patricia Luck
Peter Collinge
Robert Brown
Robert Neale
Stephany Moore
Susan & John Fee
Susan Kaufmann
The Summit Federal Credit
Union
Vahey Law Offices, PLLC
Walter Cooper
Woods Oviatt Gilman
 
Star Students
$250 to $499
April Purdie
Bernunzio Uptown Music
Betsy Naumburg & Carl
Hoffman
BSN Sports
Carol Eisenberg
Cecelia Hencke
Cheryl Cook
David DiLoreto
Dominic Pickard
Dulcy Lecour
Erin Golden
Heveron & Company CPA's,
PLLC
Hilda Lopez
Jacob & Audrey Clignett
Janice Daitz
Jay Moss
Joan Gerrity & Charles Hertrick
Julie Buchanan
Kate Nazar & Mike Callery
Kathy Nixon
Kristin Cocquyt
Laura Ruffino
Laurie Haelen & Mary McCrank
Martin Presberg
Molly Gildea
Nick & Kitty Jospe

Pamela Polashenski
Philip & Jane Lange
Richard Margolis
Richard Pulvino
Robert Davis
Roberts Wesleyan College
Sara Kelly
Teri Davis
The Pardi Partnership
Architects, P.C.
Thomas Young

Friends of Education
$100 - $249
Allyn Walters
Amanda Talma
Anastasia Polashenski
Andrea Harriott
Anil Job
Ann Marie Mortimer
Anne Rodgers
Anthony & Donna Manicone
Bill King
Billy Shaheen
Bolgen Vargas & Jill Conlon
Brenna Pauly
Bruce Buell
Bruce Partner Jr.
Bryan & Susan Hetherington
Carlos Carballada
Carol Aragon
Catherine Angell
Charles F. & Diana Lewis
Cheri Cook
Christine Smith
Colleen Sadowski
Daniel Speciale
David Beck
DeJoy, Knauf & Blood, LLP
Debby Murphy
Deidre Strutz
Eric Steiner
Erica Robinson
Erin Crowell
Frank Fox
Fred & Kathy Ancello
Germaine Reinhardt
Gina Porretta-Baker
Heroes Brewing Company
Jan Kunzer
Jay J. Rachfal
Jenny Sullivan
Jessica Tennant
Jimmy Normann Toft
Joanne Blood
John Hawkes
John Norris
Johnson & Johnson Foundation
Judith Messenger
Karen Becker
Karen Speciale
Katherine Hirschman
Keith Bradt
Laura Loomis
Laura Ziccarelli
Laurie Zaucha
Linda Knataitis
Lisa Paris
Lori Florack
Lucinda Morgan
Luke Wilson
Lynn Malooly
Marissa Kier
Marty Heuer
Matthew & Colette Barczys
Maudette Jackson
Melanie Johnston
Mike &Trish Harren
Mollie Traub

67.8%
11.5%

12.8%

4.8%
0.43%

Northeast High School students pose with their new garden beds


